Hobbs, Hall decide not to seel re-election in Green Cove Springs.

Page 4

Wednesday
March 9,2005

Fuldiched by
The Forichs Thnes-Usion
cach Wedneeday and Saterday.

Baseball fans
can find joy in
local games

This is by far ry favorite time
of year. The azaleas are
blooming, the degwood trees
are all white, the robins are still
hanping around and it is
Baseball season. Yes, from
{outh baseball 1o the big
eagues, baseball is being
played everywhure,

As you prolably know if you
have read this column for any
tength of time, baseball is my
favorite sport. However, | have
recently become a renewed fan
ol basketbal too — at lease ot
r ior high, high school and

Tevel, My daighter
.. . basketballwhen she was
In school, and I had forgouien
wiat fus i is. ] had a chance
s basketbzll season {o attend
some local games, and what an
exciting sport it Is.

But still baseball rermains at
the op af my list. Since my son
is no longer playing baseball <
something that 1 stlf miss —
besides attending junior kigh
and high schoo] baseball
games, we try to take in a few
Atlanta Braves and Tampa Bay
Devit Rays games each season,
aswellas trying to fitina trip to
see the Jacksonville Suns.

' you have not been to a Suns
game it The Baselall Grounds
of Jacksonville, it [s 2 treat yo: -
do notwani 1o miss, The new ©
baseball grounds are amazing,

We are pianning a irip north
this summer and at the top of
our agenda [s to take in o game
at Yankee Stadium, In fact, the
first thing we did in planning
the trip was ta get the schedule
for the Yankees' home games.
This was the first of January, We
had three days when we would
be i the aren, so wi cailed right
away lo reserve DuE seats, '
Surprise, In January, mind you,
the game we prefered to attend
was afready sold out. Another
game had one seatJeft and the
third game had e option of
getting our seals spread out in
the stadiiem with most in an
area that had “obstructed
views." We were told there may
k ange some fickets that
i 1g held back could go up
[ty a2 @ Tow days before the
games.

“What is the chance?” T asked
the ticket seller.

“Well, not too good,” T was
oid.

You don't travel thousands of
miles ta go to a game with
those odds. So we will probably
apt for trying to get o tour of the
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By BETH REESE CRAVEY
Clay County Ling

Clay County coramissioners and the
county goternment a8 @ whole are
nol currently the targets of stale or
federal [nvestigators, State Atrorney
Harry Shorstein said Monday.

iowever, Shorsiein would  not
comment on feports that a particular
part of county povernment — the

Public Works Departmient - is being
probed.

But county officials said that is she
case, based on guestioning by FBI
and  State  Assorney’s  Office
investipators ol Conmission
Chairman Geerge Busii. other county
officials and some public waorks
cm];)layees.

Although  Shorstein and - FRY
spokesman Jeff Wesicon would not

confinm whether an investigation was
under way, Shorstein suid a Florida
Times-Unton report Satzrday may
have  “inappropriaiely  alarmed”
comnissioners that they were under
the microscope of the proscculor’s
office.

“The inference ... that there is an
investipstion into carruption in the
Clay County Commission is wrong,”
he said. “As State Attorney, [ have
great | confidence  in he L
commission and my opinion of their
cradibilisy hasn't changed at all.

“Any concern sbowst the credibi
of the commission  would
upwarmaned.”

Westeott also would not confi
whether there was an investigatisn

The Times-Union report said |
FBL and the Stae Atlorney's Off
wore probing possible allegations
wrnngdeing in coumy governme
Incinding puldic werks, The rep
guoted Bush as saying he alked
investigalors about cou

COUNTY continues on Page 7

Event aims at raising interestin
spaceflight, aviation programs

By MARY MARAGHY
Clay Coyily 1_.inc: :

Avenup.

Space Doy, a fest-eime event emphasizing manned spacellight
and avintion programs, was a four-hour program presented by
teacher Kevin Simmons and his grant-winning academy sw-
dents known for thelr work with NASA enginects on a bioreacioy
designed te fly on a futuse space shuttle, The device will test the
effect of grovity en bone density to support research on flight

SPACE BAY continues on Page 5

et e s oo RN
“Finewood C 1 Academy students Meanar Ball, Christen

McFeely and Kristen Mills work with the egg, 40 straws and rol
of ape they were given for the acrabrake™ egg chalienge,

bey were given ane epg, 48 drinking straws and a roll of
tape, Their mission: build o protective casing for the egg
- 50 It would survive a 10-foot drop from a stepladder.

i Some eges survived while others spiled ¢heir yolks be-
fore tl:e crowd, evoking moans, cheers and laughter.

“About 400 junior high students from area private schools, in
teams, faced the "nerobrake” ogp challenge as part of Space Da
at Drange Park Chrlsuan Academy, the small privete school affili-
ated with Orange Park Assembly of God Churck on Kingsley

]

L

Fliolos by MARY MARAGHY/s!

Orange Park Christizn Academy stadent Chris Carter prepares o drop his team's egy from

stepladder during the asrobrake egg challenge. The challenge was part of Space Day.

State agencies begin testing Black Creek | Cost of new

-1
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John Sword, a student from Sacred Heart Catholic School,

during Space Day at Orange Park Christian Academy.

Space Day

Continued from Page B

and osteoporosis.

“1 want to increase grassroots
interest in nur space program,”
said Simmons, who formed
Tekna-Theos Inc., & non-profit
research company that in 2003
got a $18,640 grant from the
Forida Space Grant Consor-
tiurn, which is funded by NASA
and supports Florida-based
space research and education.
“] want to spark inferest in
Mortheast Florida.”

Most recently, Tekna-Theos
got a $50,000 private donation.

During Space Day, a sea of
uniformed students from pri-
vate schools including Pine-
wood Christian Academy, Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School, St
Matthews Catholic School and
Faith Christian, heard NASA
engineer Bradley Carlson dis-
cuss advanced propulsion sys-
tems in space. The lecture had
some of the students ponder-
ing the universe.

“T think it is interesting,” said

SR

Pinewood Christian Academy
student Daniel Bender shows
off his team's aerohrake egy
challenge project.

Pinewood student Meagan
Ball. "My question is how do
they launch a space ship off the
moon because there is no
gravity.”

Students looked at rockets on
display, peeked in a telescope
and got lessons on stass at vari-
pus exhibits by the Northeast

Photos by MARY MARAGHY /staff

fooks through a telescope vecently

Florida Association of Rocketry,
the Northeast Florida Astro-
nomical  Society, NASA's
Kennedy Space Center, NASA’s
Marshall Space Flight Center
and - Moseley Technical Ser-
vices Inc.

“This is awesome,” said Deb-
bie Reynolds, a science teacher
from ¥inewood Christian Acad-
emy who watched her students
participate in the aerobrake egg
project. Austin Blocker and his
team encased their egg be-
tween what locked Hke two
miniature rafts made of straws.

“I like this,” said Austin add-
ing that he'd done a similar ex-
periment, testing  different
parachute materials using eggs
as passengers. "1 think it's
interesting.”

He waiched with interest as
fellow academy student Chiis

Carler dropped his team’s egg

from the iadder. He zoomed
closer as teammate Andrew
Blanton cut through the straws
to examine the egg Austin
grinned when the results were
announced: "No cracks.”

mary.maraghy@ijacksonville.com,
{904) 278-9487 extension 19,

School

Continued from Page L

$421,702 — was for a road con-
nection to adjacent Lake
Asbury Clementary and a
related water main. That work
wae nnt terhnically nart of the

about $20 million.

District staffers and Barton
Malow redesigned the project
and got the cost down to $15.5
million, but said that was as

Black Creek
Continued from Page 1

the north prong of Black
Creek, said she and her
neighbors adamantly oppose
duPont’s permit ~ request.
They, too, blame the com-
pany for the creek's poor
health and diminished wild-
life. Henkemeyer said she's
glad the state has agreed to
test the water, but she's not
hopeful. She said after
months of telephone calls
and letters to officials, she
said she doesn't trust the
system,

“I've lost faith. They want to
blame it on anything but du-
Pont. duPont is big. They are

just going to try to make it

look good on' paper,” she
satd. “It's just a bad situation.
it takes its toll on you."

Meanwhile, the state DEP is
trying to determine if exter-
nal factors are damaging the
creek. Johnson said develop-
ment is expected 10 be a
factor. .

“We are using the bes
available technology to assist
us in researching and locat-
ing potential influences,”
satd William Green, acting di-
rector of the DEP’s-northeast
district. “Several upcoming
tests will provide us with
valuable information about
the health of the creek.”

So far, the 2005 tests have
shown that the fish seem {o
be generally OX.

Actually, the trend shows a
slight improvement in the
fish populatdon over the
years, according to Gary
Byerley, freshwater fishery bi-
ologist of the Florida Fish and
wildlife Conservation
Commission.

Byerley said in January re-
searchers collected .43 Kkilo-
grams of fish per minute at
the Florida 21 bridge in Mid-
dleburg. The same procedwe
done in 1990 resulted in .35
kilograms of fish per minute
and .11 kilograms per minute
in 1982, Fish counted include
large-mouth bass, blue gill,
shell cracker, war mouth,
spotted sunfish, black crap-
pie, red breast sunfish, mud
fish and chain pickerel. Also,
researchers are surveying an-
plers who fish the creek to see
what they are catching. A re-
nart on those results is ex-
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John Swerd, a student fron: Sacred Heart Cathotic Schaol, leoks through a telescope recently
during Space Day at Orange Park Chiristian Academy.

Space Day

Contimueed from Page 1

ank osteaporosts.

"} want te increase grassroots
inlerest in our space pregriam,”
sail  Simmons, who formed
Tekna-Theos Ine., @ nog-profi
research company that in 2003
got a SIBGHC prant from the
Florida Space Gramt Consor-
tiunz, which is funded by NASA
and  supports  Flosidi-based
space research and education.
"I want o spack interest in
Morttheass Florida.”

dost recendy, Tekna-Theos
ot a $50,000 private donation.

During Space Day, s sen of
v =ed students from pri-
. hools including Dines
W <hristian Academy, Sa-
cred Hearn Cotholie School, St
Matthews Catholic Sehnol and
Faith Christian, heard NASA
eagineer Bradley Carlson dis.
cuss advanced propulsion syse
tems in space. The lecture had
seme of the swdeats ponder-
ing the universe.

“T think it is interesting,” snid

student Daniel Bender shiows
off his team's aorobrake egy
challenge project.

Finewood  swdent  Meagan
Bali. “My question is how do
they launch a space ship off the
moon because there is no
gravity."

Students looked at rockets on
display, peeked in a 1elescope
and got lessons on stars al vars
ous exhibits by the Northeast

Florida Assoeintion of Rocketry,
the Northeast Florida Astro-
nomical  Sociery,  NASA'S
Keanedy Space Center, NASA's
Mayshail Space Flight Center
and - Mosefey Technical Ser-
vites Inc.

"This is asvesome,” said Deb-
bie Reynolds, a science eacher
from Finewoed Christian Acad-
emy who watched hier students
participate in the acrobsake egp
project. Austin Blocker and his
searn encased their egg be-
twoen what looked like two
minjature rafts made of suraws,

“i like this,” said Austin add-
ing that ke'd done a similar ex-
pesiment,  1esting  different
parachute materdals usinﬁ egps
as passengers. “1 think iy
interesting.”

He watched with interest as
fellow academy sasdent Chris
Carter dropped his team's egg
from the tadder. Me zopine
closer as teanunsie  Andrew
Blanton cut thusagh the straws
to exmmnine the cgg. Austin
pringed when the results waere
announced: “Ne eracks,”

iy maraghy:djacksenvilleeom,
{504} 2709107 extension 19,

School

Continued from Page 1

services.

“The construction manager
had nothing to do with iniiat-
ing these changes,” said Elliote
‘Al s ook place after the
consiructon  conwach  wos
approved.” -

Aboul $367.855 was for pow-
er, networking, stdewalks and
canopies for 20 porable class
teoms to be added 1o the sHe.
And about $144,569 was for a
variety of added items ranging
[rom power circuits and light
fixtures 1o exterior  Kichen
ran;;e hoods and modifzed dry-
wali in the gymnasivm. Many
of those jtems were mandared
by the state Educatien Depart-
ment, which complieted @
mview of the design phins after
the contract was  awarded,
Elliott said.

Funding fer she portalle
classioom  requirements  wis
part of a recent $2.9 miliion
districtwide allocaton sat also
included the purchase of 75

e ~riable classrooms, as a
I increasing enroliment
p and the class size

retiution requirements,

“We can choose to do it, or
nat do it and put kids in the
parking lot," Ellfor said,

Funding for the $144,3569
worthh of add-ons came [yom
savings fom direct purchasing
sl injerest parned by e
money borrowed o pay lor the
;chuu{

The remaining extra cost for

Bam taainre leinda Y P

5421,702 v was for a road con-
aetton o adjacent  lake
Ashury  Elemeatary aod o
welated water main. That work
was not technically part of the
construction project and was
funded separately but was
needed 10 make e two
schools betier cooxist

The road connection and
water main were included in
site design plans approved by
the boasmh, but mistakeniy net
submiited to the board for spe-
cilic funding approval, Elllon
said. The best way to got that
required  approval  was 1o
include the side prejects along
with the portable classioom

reguirements and other add- .

ons as part of a lrge “chanpe
order,” e said.

When  Eillotr  brought  tie
change order to the Clay
County 5chool Board Feb. 24,
10 be Tunded from . reserve
accounts, boant menbers were
dismayed al the amount.

“This is an almoest S million
ciiange  order,”  said  boasd
member Wayne Bolla.

“We made him |[Banon Mal-
ow] swear and sign in blopd.”
sajd board member Charles
Vi Zant.

After Elliott assured the board
the extre cost was not the
rasponsibility of the construe-
tien manager, members grudg-
ingly approved the chanpe
order.

This was not the firs: dme the
distriet was stung by a higher
than expested sost for the jun-
jor high. The dsimict initally
conunitted 515 million 1o the
P.YOJ'L‘C" but when the initial

P S T

abowt $20 million.

District staffers and Barton
Malow redesigned the project
and pot the cost down 1o $15.5
million, but said that was as
low as they could go, largely
due 1w the gdsing cost of con-
struction maerinls.

As  ronstuction  manapes,
Barton Malow wiil be pald 2.75
percent of the (otal cost 'of the
school and Be responsible for

etting i budlt on tme and on

udgel.

Michipan-based Barton
Mulow hos slso been selecied
to provide construction mas-
agement seevices for i planned
combinatien elempntagy-
junier high sciigol to be built In
e OakLeaf area. That schosi is
1% be under way by the end of

~this year and completed by

2607,

belineeaveydijacksonville.com,
{904} 278-94387, extonsion 14

Math

» [dentify your clilld's specHlc noeds
with o sklils assessmont

o3 ® Gebindlvidual attentlon and
personallzed teaching

*« Lparn trom highly tralned and
certifled toachers

e Guranteed growth In Reading &

More parents turn to Sylvan than any

Black Creek

Gontisoed from Page

the notth prong of Dlack
Creek, said she and  her
neighbors adamantly oppose
duFont’s  permit  requaest,
They, too, blame the com-

any for the creek's poor
health and diminished wild-
fife. Henkemeyer sald she's
glad the stale has agreed 10
test the water, hut she's not
hopeful.  She  sald  after
months of telephonz calls
and letters 1w officials, she
said she doesn’t st the
sysiei.

“T've lost faith. They want w
blwmne it en anything but du-
Pont duPont is big. They are
just going 1o iy to make it
loek pood on paper,” she
said, “Tt's just a bad situation.
1t takes its (oll on you.”

Meanwhile, the state DEP is
trying 10 deternine if exier-
nal faglors are damaging the
creck, folnson sakd develop-
ment is expecied o be a
factor. -

“We are using the bes
avajlabie technology 16 assist
us in researching and locat-
ing  potentsl influences,”
said Williezn Green, acting di-
rector of the DEP's-northeast
district. “Several upcoming
tests will provide us with
valualle information sbout
the health of tie creek.”

So far, the 2005 tests have
shown that the fish seem jo
be generally OK.

Actually, the trend shows a
slight improvement in the
Gsh  population over the
years, according 10 Guy
Byerley, freshwates fishery bi-
ologist of the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Consepvation
Commission.

Byerley said in January re
searchers collected 43 kils-
grarns of fish per minute o
the Florida 21 bridge in Mid-
dleburg. The same procedure
done in 1980 resuited in .35
kifogrims of fish per minue
and 11 kilogrums per minute
in 1982, Fish counted include
lnzge-mowth bass, biue gill,
shell cracker, war mouth,
spotted sundisty, black crap-
pie, yod breast sunfish, mud
ish and chain pickerel. Also,
researchers are surveying an-
glers who fish the creek o see
what they nre catching. A re-
pert on those resulls Is exe
pected I July. For mere fish
poepulation information, visit
wwwanyfwe.cotn, '

Meanwhile. on March 2,
wearing pe:!«sml{: Jgreen rub-
Ter boots, state biologist Pat
O'Connor of the nostheast
diswriet fioated what he cailed
critler condos in differem
parts of the creck, tying them
o trees to keep  them
stationary.

The devices, known as Hes-
ter Dendys, are made of PVC
pipe and plastic Noaters. At-
tached are three rotisserie-
npe sticks each holding 15
round masonite disks, de-
signed o anract tiny creek
ereatures. Fhe disks are left
under waser for 20 days and

oeE
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On March 2, Pat 0'Connor put a few Hester Dendys in Black
Creek. The devices will stay in Lhe creek for 28 days, then be
seni o a fab In Tallahassee for testing,

on Wednesday, Maseh 30,
&'Connor wilt go back for the
devices and laboralory 1ests
will determine the amount
and types ol wildlife inhabiting
the disks. Also. at that tine, he
will sweep pans of the creek
with nets 20 times and exam-
ine the contents, which should
include various types of skalls,
flies, leeches and other spine-
less wildlife.

A diverse mix will mean the
creek §s heahly, O'Connor
said. Resulis are expecied in

abowt four months, Devic
were placed above and bele
the duFont mine. at Go
Brancl, Long Dranch and Yo
low Whater creek, which is ne
Cecil Commerce Center.

“Hopefully, we'll per som
thing usefdl out of " sa
O'Connor, who said hs pr
dicts  development in Ch
County could be hurting 1
creek “ITs not g ene-soun
problem,”

mary.maraghyaachksonvitle. com,
(%04} 278-2987 cxtension 19
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When: Registration

of Florida's First Canst

Ch

Now until March 14th
Season: March 22nd ~ May 11th

LAST WEEK 70
REGISTER FOR ARUET BASHETBALLY

Bob Dye-Clay
Family YMCA
(Orange Park)

272-4304
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