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County Line staff ssﬁmﬂ

emy teacher Kevin Simmons said he

 retical astrophysicist, she laughed.

| What abigtitle fora umémmw..o_a,ﬁo

~ wrap her mind around. m

| Now, after immersing :mﬂmm:_ﬁ a

| ited gﬁ,mnﬁbumﬁm at Hmmubmm% mﬁmnm
.| Center this month, Emily is not laugh-

ﬁmn mﬁ:mm m_um mmi

. When Oumbmm Park ngmumﬁ Acad- -

| could see student Emily Piatt as a theo-

| Simmons-sponsored science project
| « thatstudents hope will one dayride on
| aNASAspace mwﬁ.mm. and having vis-

ing anymore: Maybe such a career i5in

hr_._m:m: >omn_m3< nOB_Qmﬂm_m Hno_q. _mqm:ﬁ

mﬁmunﬂmmnn m_uo_h Emn work. So

happy and hyper,” she said. “It was re-

ally cool. I have been EEWE@ about

~ thatalot.” : :
~ Last year, Simmons. S@wm& six of his *
best students to design, test and build
* abio-reactor to develop a bone-mass
“experiment to conduct on the ground

and, hopefully, on a future shuttle. The
experiment would measure the effects

.of zero gravity, or weightlessness, on

cells that make bones. : .
The project was designed to expose

 the students to the whole gamut of the
Hmmmmmnr world, EnEmSm cell F&om%

O..m:mm Park Christian >nmam3< mEams,a Smmﬁ officials at _Am::mna‘ wnmnm
omamq mnn_ u_m: fo. saﬂx as mnm-_.m_mﬂmn science Eo_mﬁ :

- mgndmcmﬁ: ;
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e Emwimu Jjaydeep En_&mamm. =

mmemmnbm. Emhwmcbm and !

-writing grant proposals, help-

ing prepare themn for college
and the business world. Also,
the work might lead themto
consider potential careers in

scienee and mnm_bmmnﬁm. m_E. =

mons saide
“These students _umqm awe-

some opportunities to mﬁmﬁnw :

their minds and dreams,” he'
said. T
Simmons mcHEmn anon-

* profit foundation, : Enmﬁmbnmw.n

of the'school, paving the way
for tax- amgﬁnﬂ_&m.‘mnmbﬂm_ :
donations from individuals

‘and corporations. He named

the foundation Tekna Theos,
using words from the Greek .o

' New Testament that, com-

Eﬁma mean QHEHmﬁ cﬁ %

.. 1 =
_ The initial m-.o:@ om mamaam. |
- including Emily’s sister, Claire, |
who has since graduated, got

things rolling last year. This
year, some o _mum same stu-

dents and a new influx are tak-
| ingthe project further.

| researchers to visit the acade-
~ my. But he said he could make
' no funding commitments.,

| competitive, he said.

~ The County Line, Saturday ‘August 31,2002

administrator for the Florida
Space Grant Consortium; Sam-
-uel Durrance, executive direc- :

- tor of the Florida Space
Research Instifute, as well asan

astronaut who has made two
mﬂﬁam“m—ﬁwﬁwﬂ and HO_HD Bran-
denburg, a plasma physicist.

' The institute and the consor- = -

tium work with the National '

- Aeronautics and Space Admin-
- istration and support space-
P Hm_mﬁmm Hmmmmwnr EEEEP ,

Em. mMWmﬁ%% gﬂmﬂmwﬁmﬁ ;

~'were going for a grant no Swmm |

thigh school had ever mcnmﬁ. o
Emily said. “They were very

| - encouraging about it.” ]
- ' Mukherjee noamhum&rmsﬁm :

impressed with Simmons and

' his students and intended to.

round up some fellow space

‘The consortium’s grant pro-

. gram has an education compo-
‘nent, but ithas funded only
ects so farand is -

Eﬁﬁ@@

. them mwwomchm

m E&maﬁ models among oth
- high school students, he said.

- Center visit, the students h:
|- gotten back te the job at h
- —researching the material
i E@%eﬁb bmmm for Ew bio-

" toolin mvmnm — Wmmm.m Ema

Also, their work mcaa E&%

Since the  Kennedy Space

might one day be a Tesearc

going. - -
“It’s just mind- cowmru ;
mB&N said. e
Staff writer Beth Reese n |
e reached at (904) 278.9432. ﬁ_wﬁ

g Eﬁrmn wn;_:@@_mo.ﬁo:qﬂ_m com.

d#




a e-ma

L3

will need for th

erialsithey

]
Staff writer. Beth Reese Cr_évey can

reached at (904) 278-9432 or vi
hcravnyﬁ]ackspn’vilra.cum.

 thejob at hand

The

T SUBSCRIBE: 904-350-4255

Students stretch minds for NASA
Ormmmmn >omaoB%_ i P _ - o
competes for grant

By Beth Reese Cravey
County Line staff writer

hen Orange Park Chris-
tian Academy teacher
Kevin Simmons said he
£ could see student Emily
Piatt as a theoretical astrophysicist,
she laughed. What a big title for a 16-
year-old to wrap her mind around.
Now;, after immersing herself in a
Simmons-sponsored science project
that students hope will one day ride
on 2 NASA space shuttle; and having




