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Some of,ﬂne s.;fqdehfs'o_ssec,igtaﬁé with Tekna-Theos, Inc, are (fronf | to.r): Michael Loveland, Alumna Claire
Piatt, Kermina Vaswani, Adam Graham, Harry.Vaswani, David Hogg, Jr,, Diane Wiggins, Jack Basford,

Liz Feagle, Emily Piatf, Andrew Wernish, Justin Dooley, and sponsor Kevin Sirmmens.

Student-led org

By Kelly J. Stigliano, Correspondent

When Kevin Simmons came to teach
science and physical education at Or-
ange Park Christian Academy two and a
‘half years ago, he carried with him a
dream that would soon be shared by
many at the school. P :
- Alover of science, space and space ex-
ploration, Simmons introduced theidea of
‘creating a bioreactor that would travel
- aboardaNASA spaceshuttle. In thespring
-0f 2001 Tekna-Theos Inc. was created.
 Tekna-Theos originated as a student
club with six members. In the summer of
2002 it incorporated as a non-profit com-
pany runby thestudents. With three main
areas of focus, Tekna-Theosattracts young
 people interested in cell biology, engineer-
ing and marketing. 4

_The cell biology group studies bone
cells, tests natural occurring hormones
thateffectosteoblasts (bone forming cells)
and apply results to research in osteo- |
porosisand long-term space travel, such as
thipstoMaps, T o
_ Theengineering group takes the ex- |

Pperiment results from the biology group |
and designs hardware to send cells into
spaceonashuttle.

~ The marketing group works to get the [
- hame “Tekna-Theos” out to the public, |

They develop relationships with corporate

- representatives, write articles and focus
onfundraising. o
From the fundraising side, students are




Simmons makes science fun for everyone including Sasha Crocker and Cassandra Seman.

learmng to write grants, They recently

- won $18,640, the entire sum for their first

grant- The grant, awarded by the Flor1da
Consortium (FS

ahall Spac
where

ide NAS Aengmeers
‘The name Tekna-Theos comes from
the Bible. John 1:12 speaks of the sons of
God. In the Greek New Testament Teknon
is the word used for “sons” and refers to

small children or babies. Theos is the

Greek word for God.

~ Godhas certalnly had His hand on this
non—prof it, student developed and run
corporation. They have found favor with
influential men, women and organiza-
tions. The bright students involved have
won numerous competitions, spoken with
officials at the Kennedy Space Center,
Carnp BIandlng, the Neuroscience Con-
vention in Orlando, Cocoa Beach and at
Engineering Day mjacksonvﬂle They
havegotten the attention of Westinghouse
Siemens, DuPont, Northrop Grumman,

| acadenna, mediaand pohtlcmn.s
- The students’ goalsare to design, buﬂd,
testandflyan expenment intospace toin-
- vestigate the effects of microgravity on os-
. teoblasts, write scientific papers suitable
 forpublishing ina medicalor engineering
journal,bebetter prepared for college and
make them an mtﬁgral partofa naSearch

anid education corporation, Thaspomor S|

goalsare to fly a medical experiment into
space aboard the Shuttle toinvestigate the
effectsof microgravity on osteoblasts, have
studentslearn how toset up acompany, op-
erate itand succeed i1 the “real business”

- world and to excite the students about po-

tential careers in the fields of sc1ence, en-
gineering and marketing. ,

Simmons has a long-range vision, as
well. He would like to develop a package as

tool to accentuate other |

small schools with limited budgets, He

would like to. devulop a curriculum with -

_procedures, tlps and methods to form a

corporation, create a buSInesEi[Elan and |

seek out funding. Asin Tekna-Theos Inc,

students would choose their area of focus

within the pmgram,moﬂvamng them to
i

enjoy learning,
' For now Tel a~Theos contir ueg tore-
seﬂ.rch ways toraise money, beginworkina
university lab, build, test and submit to
NASA attemptto pubhsh work and for the
seniors, move on to college, Individually
‘and collectively they keep Colossians 3:23
as theirmotivator,
 Morecanbelearnedabout Tekna-Theos
by going to Teknatheos.org,a website devel-
oped and maintained by tenthgrader Emily
Piatt. Students Michael Loveland, Harry

Vaswam and teacher Kevin Simmonscanbe

seenatan AnnaHolmes' Crystal Workshop

onhttp://crystaluah.edu/holines/ on the
section dated Feb. 2,2003. Thesummaryof

ual goals, group goals and

this Advanced Student Workshop can be

seen at http://florida-protein-crystals-in-

 space.org /KSC2003/ and
seen by chicking on Annas,

hotos can be




